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The alarming impact of legalized
marijuana; What's a parent to do? 

 
The Coalition for Placer Youth recently hosted a
compelling presentation by River Coyote, MPH, who
highlighted the powerful forces behind the legalization
of marijuana. Make no mistake about it: marijuana is big
business, and there is a tremendous amount of money
funneled into its production, marketing and sales. Those
efforts lead kids to believe that marijuana is safe to
smoke or otherwise consume. What can we learn from
Colorado's experience since pot was legalized in 2014?

A number of otherwise stable and healthy people
killed themselves or others while high on pot.
Calls to the Rocky Mountain Poison Control
Center have almost doubled.
There has been a huge spike in the number of kids
aged 12 or less admitted to emergency rooms for
accidental marijuana ingestion.
Reported veterinary cases for accidental ingestion
by pets have risen from two a month to 15 a month.
The number of injuries from butane honey oil lab
explosions has increased dramatically.
There's been a significant increase in the number
of kids aged 12-17 expelled from school for drug
violations.

It's time to ramp up the conversation with your teens.
Talk with them about the inaccurate depiction of pot as

Tools of the Month

Want to understand
how drugs, alcohol,
stress, mental illness
and the digital
"invasion" impact the
developing teen brain? 
Read The Teenage
Brain to find out. And
check out the other
books we
recommend.  
 
Want to give your
teens a face-saving
reason to tell their
friends, "I'd like to
party, but my parents
drug test me."  Buy
low-cost drug tests
here and give teens a 
powerful tool to resist
peer pressure.
 
Want to dispose of
your prescription drugs
in a safe way?  Check
with CalRecycle to
learn your year-round
options, and look for
local Take-Back days
in the Fall.  

Help us stop teen
substance 

use and abuse before
it starts.  Make a tax-
deductible donation

now.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuC19zTaZxkzKq3UZ-gK1js24lFd_hxUK-D7ppKmp_CyAM_dLmjgRwbnR8B4MJG_bm9W82XskUB2RLJLct05dlPnzQAbZ0PvBydeDIUHTuiFlFtXZd73C5pteh77LaNiOXI7isG7W3vprIN6KH-Qn0MnKVMtd1zIU1qihepxghBU7hp0akLHjXhy5D4pYh9PkGCIOisj-1HUnSvupvV50t7HJqC5RqJ5GX6u1Gu7URG-toI2AbDWsd8Mbl6HGr2n2Mg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuEVlz2xkz-xSf0PEHunJaeW-nTA9OkNKQgparoytzjPnmY1uH0pH9X8i5gjcvvRGd9WWJ2hduvHocXV2WnmPC5NQxLILXhbk2VieK_sw9LtScI-JTF0XG4-NWs0KG7t23W1JvOXp1-I2nO1ly8lOAOEFL0tST6a-0xSxzoyCfQczMfzSztD5l0x2xP760uwFt7QRYlFWM4a34lcseuslE0gxeZYKHf-iK5Cnxdhkx_SnI6ShEZxQY0QXLsIweffPHQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuBA_Y6_70o27tjGRl5K3hhyxTzlF9pTimUvadrzVWSsV2p0XdcMIgGQ22b9H_aDYmH8qTOfXk-fQ5Pnn38oXpvaZqNg4V02qovUku9DgXBe-GoOzsmQG3hPexkyIWZZrdOlgp4tdRgb4rQYVvrnokMqSw6g6CVg3n6QRLLbnfgsh1Km1Ca9cRx89bTGFfAC_zFn1aKcOCUl3dKdTZX51SogI3Vkmc8XT7jYgVWelVyt09sQA1hAOZ5RXXF8l1RPQCzLX4fPno6FjkEFuJdqV7AnzIjEUEkzrw6JpFpEKMBZNkRhtORC5sYU=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuBA_Y6_70o27Fqyws6Q3kSus6ByPcFyM_ZwbT4oson-_8Rxh1cSjL4TGSKGeMrq1_3zAcCB_BxYTTh90Tl-BC18S5wYZbFh_KtBXwXCcPQ00bqr3D5fPBm6fg0coEl1WLqO_p9Mv_2DwLpavzAuBb-7LJSgq7a0krA1gIBuydwaTvh9nkee4v6N6fwF0gh5MI8E0jH-p5FLeJ0CarZJ1gwkm2_D5Vpv-GdJUml8OElSIXJGyfZlCQwsfSmC3NoftKK79_MQO8ee0EKBJ2mg3zUA=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuBA_Y6_70o27COADfJYW6dxPb_KmWjI-6Pm-vsOLDIOV7kocbdOpxsdhZI6ktPnZdtGVn02Rm3N_yW7nLWVty-ZaJn-5MFxNbIcqHdpmmFh_LXXH9VQXtojahCPrTA8ThSwZs17I9cYr3A3-KLfDTVa6kHHo9RuLDMxh6THAaKRbTBfnYg5z4UP8hhH-TKuP-InwaCCCf5KjccltUhKKAn5INOfq65y4paIZaVOEOUsy1sYiilhQ7xprSsMpRecmZg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuBA_Y6_70o27JcPil0XE-aY7prnbTe_7L5wHcOQgbkNY3YiIqd6nC0_Uv7_rSHsoYkGnNsjHAXFTuZeZx6SvMu5XcHRutB2ezXnCmzbOJAOBS54SB_eAgsuGQKPZHn7IoEUwPievGjnsbmLZZOWnYPLDzro0PgCGH_S0onU2iD88o7fpwIM0ik6I62c0I_1n_jwww7PsdY4B_IKVaLEN5Zo2FICFqQTg6FyDW3XD3Oa1aghIjdye_8kNVAUbtHbgoRDRm4OqqU62ydNzr-cR9KOP7rGlXeAZP3CCdl3FzHAkcm_R4sP7ewCG-cXD6MSqgw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuMgsmJnQ7nhf7aRzLx-4KU4zbs9KTycvq5TnHKvGcxKlECMM__UHWUDolrreTPvfDGpwHzL2OIOciDR32Fdeqrk6vEr8GMU0J-gjg69hC7PPIC2jBHCOaigcN4_HWLlwKZoH_wIsKBDXLacyzrmhpDnKlOaQyu4SY_AmzhMVVHfdlYtfZHYWcol_XKkJI1SoyeZg9UK4_2hFZ9y24hsaCEr1Up_wRWhWpFlPRUzhaKZhy2frhevx2RM=&c=&ch=


"natural" and "safe." Help them understand what
marijuana's neurotoxity to the developing brain might
mean to them:

One out of nine kids who smokes pot will become
addicted. Marijuana, which is at least 500%
stronger now than in the 80s, is the number one
drug that teens seek treatment for.
The chances of developing schizophrenia are
significantly increased by heavy pot smoking or
consumption during the early teen years.
Their IQ could drop - permanently. A 25-year study
that followed 1,037 people (aged 13-38) showed
an 8 point drop in IQ among heavy users who
started smoking pot in their early teens. The more
they used and the younger they started, the more
their IQ declined. If someone had an average IQ
(100) before they started smoking pot and they lost
8 points, well, now their IQ is in the bottom third of
all IQs in the nation.

Use the tips in our Parent Awareness Report to keep the
dialogue open with your teens about the dangers of
smoking or consuming marijuana and its impact on their
developing brains. Awareness + education = prevention.

Sincerely,
   Kim Box
   Executive Director, Pathway to Prevention
 

                           Parting Notes 

Evolving social norms create a permissive "everybody's doing it"
culture that encourages drug use. Take a look at Colorado to see how
mainstream marijuana has become:

There are more licensed medical marijuana centers in Denver
than pharmacies.
The 2014 "Pot Pavilion" at the State Fair featured a joint rolling
contest and a "Biggest Plant" contest. As an unfortunate side
note, over 100 fair goers unknowingly ingested chocolate that
was laced with pot. Many went to the hospital, fearing that they
were having a heart attack or stroke. Over 100 people

Pathway to
Prevention is

working with local
high schools to

develop and
implement Parent

Awareness
Campaigns to

educate parents
and give them

tools.  Contact us if
your high school
needs help in this
important area. 

Need Help??
If you are struggling
with the chemical

dependency of a child
of any age, go

to ParentPathway 
to find resources,

experience, strength
and hope.

Don't be left behind! The
Collision Course - Teen

Addiction Epidemic trailer
has been viewed over

110,000 times on
YouTube. 

 It packs a punch in less
than nine minutes. Have

you seen it?

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuBA_Y6_70o27o65fdlmzxMbLQTrkmGOCwgD5yOrm1V_bxDpBE5DnhmsgSh2BmnvNrt--j62NQm_mKwpKlC1UPqO1f9T7kcmOcJUUORtUccuItrEzt25EkE92MU6iJ4L_041bde_QLHkVq1tWJCyZb6cTSnPaSdeVbniuFA-xNeFmCOIXBXFVHsleLCMARGNkXtSiSbNQXViziWgL-V8FQW6qmY0I6xCPhkOmrDzeZV8p1qJYJP3aZ11IdfwqoYAhY0EO2htS6l2bg-C8ZsZJfDKw6FulQ-onHyivytuTqZNDVCzRGbxcIlLiGCpgAGB_ELRJrU-p7jZ-&c=&ch=
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103454893429
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuFlPgcMwazvo5tj_WeiRdkhfuNN7iePL4I9X5k9t-PPD1FGlUoGoMM2r6qll8s2Tuezr4bxP-FdMl9pbsREKNNXiagtzl_WzTAvwQeRd-AvEP0YgNX0fMRnvGamDnS1UQrHFqbAYuIt1d1OgeJ2wo8FY8eEVgZ0x2a6q0I9t0c7kUNGFS-UqEnfmegpaAkS6i4eZ94-u61rnJcXJavyMwwMEyYP3DECADLXhwptaU6ynN97iE61cu7AEkpOs1nBzboHitS-WIqZD&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuN_X796txZBz-0cCZ5xee2hyOyjg-8liZQ8Srg3m-TuW1sBJQ6oDpwBte_uzy9vFh4zNowrWXL3-6MzSeDyQknL-rcui9IWt6d5REgDcrg_CSEuKb0F5QQK1yQIJsxEw9H-eMmZFd-H0PoDmlIlVXM6_gA7as29Ryn-Rc5q4BvSR_oUtcKXKiUxzQm5Ixl00FvxPB0dc3ZZ39hWZC5GNLHIQc5qE0SvTrjfz78_47zIClg318DZPRDI=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuNaRuspbr0gNFZflstAlBUac6k3AGdB4JruIJAhgtDzciqB8DfQyymspCzyL3pvUSkdQ3SQvcHJHB3rTsD1_GnCCmDWYebSxWI7zpjb9R4kmARQpKaSMeX8XmsRtQ7aNULSwyMkD0GhaMe9t05I0rv8=&c=&ch=


subsequently joined a class-action lawsuit, seeking damages
for their poisoning.
The Colorado Symphony performed a program called
"Classically Cannabis: the High Note Series."
The Associated Press reported that people can use EBT cards
to purchase pot.
"Puff, Pass and Paint" art classes and "Get Fit Stay Lit" yoga
classes integrate getting high into everyday activities.

 What message do teens get when pot is is everywhere they look?
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